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The business of naming is as old as language itself. The names a town bestows on its rivers and

river banks, streets, buildings and other landmarks provide a window into the soul of that town,

through the history it chooses to celebrate. In 1623, the first settlers arrived in what would one day

be known as Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Native Americans in these parts already had a name for

the swift flowing Piscataqua River. The settlers took over from there. Delighted with the vegetation

they found, they named their new home Strawbery Banke. Join Portsmouth writer, artist and

amateur historian Nancy Grossman for an informative and entertaining stroll through the town's

historic South End and downtown, its Victorian neighborhoods and the newer streets of the 20th

century - and beyond. 466 Streets, 253 Images, 16 Maps Meet a colorful array of Portsmouth's

citizens - heroes, heroines, everyday folks and pillars of the community, even the odd scoundrel.

Visitors from 'away' have made their mark too, but let there be no mistake - this is a Portsmouth

story, through and through.
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A must have for anyone living in Portsmouth!

I'm a Portsmouth, N. H. native and I read anything historical I can get my hands on especially if it is

about Portsmouth. I have several books on the city and this is one of my favorites that I find I return

to over and over again. It is logically laid out and covers the city section by section. I thought I knew



everything about Portsmouth, but I found old photos and many facts I never knew existed. The book

is detailed enough for serious history buffs but it also is written in a way that young people would

find easy and entertaining. I would highly recommend this book for anyone with an appreciation for

the past.
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